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"CONFESSION 


AND 


EXECUTION: 


Of the Three Priſoners ſuffering at 


IYBURN 


On Wedneſday the 17th of 0Fober, 1677. 


At which time ſuffered * 
Fobn $. William Fletcher,and Rob. Perkzns. 


TOGETHER 


With their Behaviour, and ſe- 


veral remarkable Diſcourſes had 
with one of the Highway=men 
in Newgate after his Condem=- 


nation. 


Publiſhed for 4 Warning "piece zo all others to pores” 
the lewd Courſes which brought theſe poor meit 


tothis Ignowinious End. | 


With Allowance. 


Loudes : Printed for . D. AM. 6 1677. 
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SEE SCE CESS 


The Confeſsion and Fxecution 


of the Priſoners dying at Tyburn, 
A for London, and Gaole-delivery of 

Newgate begun at Juſtice-Hall in the 
01d Bayly, Ofob. 10. and ending on the 12 
of the Came Month, there were in all (as by 
a Printed Narrative you may already have 
heard) Five perſons, who being Convifted 
on fair Tryals (per Patriam) of ſeveral ca» 
pital Crimes, received Sentence of Death: 
But Two of them, whole Crime was ſtealing 
of two horſes, appearing ro be objcRts of 
Mercy, as haviag never becn.concern'd .in 
any ſuch off- -pces before; © and ſceming now 
extremely penitent for the ſame, obtained a 


M 


T the Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer 


Cracious Reprieve. The other Thrice were, 


this __ Wedneſday, 'O&Gob., I7. carryed 
A2 @ 


OY 
I. 
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199 


ia to the place of KW. 2 ant by a ſhameful 


death Geremdered their unhappie lives as Vi- 


Qims duely forfeited to the Juſtice of the 
Law. 


Fheſe were all three old notorious offen- 
ders; two of them (taken in Gardiners- lane, 
Weſtminſter ) had long followed the Padd, 
as they call ic, that is, Robbed upon the 
Highway : The other had made it his trade 
to break open houſes, and.-pilfer away peo- 

ples Goods, being burnt in the hand bur ewo 
Seſſions ago: So that if ſuch MalefaRtors 
ſhould have longer been endured, honeſt 


Sabje As. would not be able either to ſleep 


Carey 3 in their Dwellings, or travel fn, 
with ſafety on their lawful occaſions ; but 
both within, doors and. withour, been liable 
to the ſpoils and outrages of theſe barbarous 
Savages. 

To afliſt theſe poor wretches for the good 
of their Souls after .the time of their Con- 


demnation,the Sheriffs not onely manifeſted. 


their pious Charity in ſending them able 
Divines to inſtruR them, and eſpecially Mr. 


Orginary,.y Tho. very laboriouſly, diſcharges 


his 


UMI 


bis ' weighty office on ſuch occafions, but 
likewiſe (everal godly Miniſters of their own 
accord, in Chriſtian-compaſſion ro their pe- 
riſhing condition, were pleaſed to viſic them. 
Who laid before them. che miſerable ſtate 
they were in; That now their days we num- 
bered ,. nay their very hours and minutes 
which they had to live in this world; and 
yet theſe few minutes were all the time and 
opportunity they had to- provide for eternt+ 
ty. That they were doom'd by Juſtice co a 
certain death ; and though 'twas vain for 
them to flatter themſelves with hopes of 
longer life in chis world, yet there was means - 
left, by a ſpeedy, thorow, fiacere and hearty 
repentance of their ſtas,and ffeeing to Chriſt 
for mercy and forgiveneſs , to ſecure them- 
felves,by vertue of his merits and righteoul- 
neſs, of a moſt happy and everlaſting life in 
the world to come. That te ſuch vile and fin- 
ful wretches as they had been,ie was unſpea- 
kable mercy that they had yet a little ſpace 
lefr, wherein co make peace with their God : 
for they mighe have gone on ſtill in rior and 
wickednels, and been ſuddenly fnatcht away 
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eas a Er 
;n the very ads of their impiety.@c. Thele 
and many other preſling cxhortations, toge- 
cher with ſevere threatnings to affrighe chem 
and ſweet promiſes to allure them, taken 
from the Word of God, were made uſe of, to 
bring them to a due foals of cheir Gritand eo 
cry mightily to God for lalvaticn. But the 
deaf adder refuſes the voice of the charmer, 
charm he never ſo wiſely - All this good ſeed 
could take no root; or produce very little vie 
ſible fruit on the ſtony ground of two of 
theſe Priſoners obdurate hearts 3 they not 
ſeeming (to outward appearance at leaſt) ro 
rake that-due and (enfible notice of this moſt 
important counſel, as might' be expeRed 


from perſons 1n their condition. Put the Spi- 


rjit blowcth where it l:fiketh, The third ſee- 
med much aftc&ed with this pious advice,and 
was very earneſt and frequent in bewailin 

his fins,and.condemniog himlelf bicterly for 
having ſo wickedly mil ſpent his precious 
time heretoforr. He acknowledged ro ſome, 
that he had (ſeveral years been'a Thief , bur 
aot till of. Jate upon the High- Way ': char ac 
firſt hisConſcience'would after every'fa@ (e- 


-yerely 
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verely check him ; bur ſince cuſtom of ſin- 
ning taking away the ſenſe, he had run on 
from one degree of wi. kednels to a greater 
without controul. He was very frequent in 
Prayer, wherein he has been heard to expreſs 


himſelf to this effe4. 


Mot dreadful and glorious God,thoueh theu hate? 
all the workers of. iniquity ,. yet through the Media- 
tion of thy bleſſed Son, with pity behold me a miſe- 


rable ſinner. Had Tlived according to thy Command- 


ments, or ſubmitted tothe Goſpel of thy Son,T might 
approach thee with the confidence of a childe : but 1 
have been a Rebel against thee from my youth up,for- 


getting the God that made me, and the Saviour that 


redeemed me, quenching and grieving the holy Spirit, 


and ſlighting the endleſs Glory which thou hatt pre-. 


ared-for me. Oh the precious time which I have lot, 
which all the world cannot call back; the wonderful 


love which Tunthankfully rejeFed ! How haveT lived . 


in continual a®s of all kinde of Profaneneſs,all kind 


of Debauchery, Whoring, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, and 


eſpecially Theft , which now has. brought me to this. 


woſul, forlorn, condemned caſe wherein I am a ſhame. 
to my friends, and a burden to my ſelſ; and thou, 0 
God, art my Terrour , who ſhould& be my .onely Hope 


and Comfort. Lord, thou knoweit my ſecret ſins, 


whieh yet are unknown to men, and all their Aggra- 
Vations. 


Mine iniquities, Lord, have found me ont +. 
1p fears and ſorrows overwhelm me : a ſhameful 


death- 
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death expe@s me in this world,and endleſrtormenty \ 
are ready to receive we in the other. But, Lord ! #hy 
Goodneſs is equal to thy Greatneſs , thy Mercy over 
all thy works. Good God, be merciful therefore uuto 
me, the vileit of ſinners : ſave me for thy abundant 
mercy, for the merit of thy Son, and for the promiſe 
of forgiveneſs which thou hait made through him for 
in theſe alone is all my truit. Thou who didsSt pati- 
ently endure me when I deſpiſed thee, 0h do not .re- 
fuſe me now T ſeek unto thee, and in the duit implore 
thy mercy. Lord, T ask not for longer life in this 
world,but for life eternal ; not for liberty to ſin again, 
but for deliverance from this finning nature,and that 
body of death which overwhelms'me. To this purpoſe 
Lord give me thy grace to improve theſe few minutes, 
and prepare me for death and Judgement ; that when 
T leave this world with ſhame, I may be received into 
glory,” and yeeld my departing ſoul with joy into the 
faithful hands of my Redeemer. Amen. 


Hebehaved himſelf yery penitently in the Cart, 
Prayed a confiderable time by himſelf privately at. 
the place of Execution ; deſired all people to. take 
warning by him to avoid Idleneſs and Ill Company, 
which brought him to this Ignominious End. ' The 
other joyned in the publick Prayers, but faid very 
little-that couldbe heard. Burtall of them together ' 
ſuffered very patiently, and with ſubmiſſive acknow- 
ledgements of the Juſtice of the Sentence. | 
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